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By Adam Stump
VAntage Point

Veterans still enjoying trips dur-
ing COVID-19 with Veterans Ex-
peditions
With COVID-19 shutting down

many Veterans’ trips, Veterans
Expeditions continues to operate,
providing outdoor opportunities
for Veterans.

Veterans Expeditions, also
known as VetEx, organized a
climbing trip Sept. 11-13 for Vet-
erans at Seneca Rocks, West Vir-
ginia.
The group size was smaller than
normal to accommodate proper
social distancing measures, said
John Gannon, Veterans Expedi-
tions board member and a Ma-
rine Corps Veteran.
The trip to Seneca Rocks in the

Monongahela National Forest in-
volved multi-pitch climbing.
This style involves stopping at
multiple points, or pitches, dur-
ing the climb. The ascent takes
climbers about 900 feet above
the North Fork River.

“I’ve had small experiences
climbing outdoors, but never

N.Y., N.Y. - “For more than 40
years, Larry Wilson played a re-
markable role in the history of
the Cardinals and National Foot-
ball League as a Hall of Fame
player and team executive. 

Free Enterprise Project urges FedEx to get out of picking
names for professional sports teams ... from sports page 1
core business?
After reading Shepard's question
aloud, Smith asked Carere to "re-
spond to this question, if that's
what you can call it." He then
laughed at his own mockery, 

Carere read an apparently
scripted answer, which said in
part:
“We always evaluate all market-
ing sponsorships through our
commitment to diversity, equity
and inclusion. We appreciate
very much the Washington Foot-
ball Team's decision to change its
name and its logo, and please re-
member that it was the team's de-
cision.”

After the meeting, Shepard re-
sponded:”FedEx is a great Amer-
ican corporation, and until
recently has been reliably a po-
litically neutral brand that ap-
pealed to all customers by
providing excellent service at
reasonable prices while leaving
fraught social issues alone. We
were then both disturbed and dis-
mayed, along with so many mil-
lions of other Americans, when it
showed up alongside Pepsi to
pressure team owner Dan Snyder

to rename the Washington Red-
skins.
Like so many "woke" actions

taken by American corporations
during the embarrassing, over-
wrought Moral Panic of 2020,
this move is both ill-considered
and ill-advised. A Washington
Post poll found that the vast ma-
jority of Native Americans
greatly favor the team keeping
the name. And well they should:
professional football teams, even
when they're not crushing the
competition, are still collections
of the world's finest achievers in
their skill areas. Who wouldn't
want to be connected with that
sort of organization?

What the poll and other discus-
sions with Native Americans re-
veal is that the relevant
stakeholders want the name kept
as it is. Smug, elitist interlopers,
who care only about their exqui-
site sensibilities – largely feigned
for the purposes of virtue signal-
ing – don't give a fig about the
real convictions and concerns of
the groups whom they pretend to
represent. Such people should al-
ways be ignored, and we're hor-
rified to see FedEx joining them
in this tawdry, misguided cam-
paign.
Carere's obviously pre-scripted

response to FEP’s question
showed how little concern FedEx
has for the facts on the ground or
for the real opinions of real Na-
tive Americans and its other cus-
tomers. By simply reaffirming its
pride in its actions, without stop-
ping for a second to consider
new evidence, FedEx danger-
ously suggests that the only opin-
ions that matter – the only views
it takes seriously – are those of
the hard, destructive left. If that's
true, it's time for customers and
investors to start taking this

board-level blindness into ac-
count when making business de-
cisions about FedEx.

The September 21st FedEx
meeting marks the 30th time FEP
has participated in a shareholder
meeting in 2020.  
Launched in 2007, the National

Center's Free Enterprise Project
focuses on shareholder activism
and the confluence of big gov-
ernment and big business. Over
the past four years alone, FEP
representatives have participated
in over 100 shareholder meetings
– advancing free-market ideals
about health care, energy, taxes,
subsidies, regulations, religious
freedom, food policies, media
bias, gun rights, workers' rights
and other important public pol-
icy issues. As the leading voice
for conservative-minded in-
vestors, it annually files more
than 90 percent of all right-of-
center shareholder resolutions.
Dozens of liberal organizations,
however, annually file more than
95 percent of all policy-oriented
shareholder resolutions and con-
tinue to exert undue influence
over corporate America.

FEP activity has been covered
by media outlets including the
New York Times, Washington
Post, USA Today, Variety, the
Associated Press, Bloomberg,
Drudge Report, Business Insider,
National Public Radio and Sir-
iusXM. FEP's work was promi-
nently featured in Wall Street
Journal writer Kimberley
Strassel's 2016 book The Intimi-
dation Game: How the Left is Si-
lencing Free Speech (Hachette
Book Group).
The National Center for Public

Policy Research, founded in
1982, is a non-partisan, free-mar-
ket, independent conservative
think-tank. Ninety-four percent
of its support comes from indi-
viduals, less than four percent
from foundations and less than
two percent from corporations. It
receives over 350,000 individual
contributions a year from over
60,000 active recent contribu-
tors. Contributions are tax-de-
ductible and may be earmarked
for the Free Enterprise Project.

“We always evaluate all
marketing sponsorships
through our commitment to
diversity, equity and inclu-
sion. We appreciate very
much the Washington
Football Team's decision
to change its name and its
logo, and please remember
that it was the team's deci-
sion.”

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell’s
statement on passing of Arizona
Cardinals legend Larry Wilson 

Marine Jason Stender scales a rock face Sept. 12 at Seneca
Rocks (Photo/Courtesy: VAntage Point).

multi-pitch climbing,” said Josh
Johnson, a Marine Corps and
Army Veteran on the trip. “To
actually go up and be where
birds were—birds were actually
flying lower than where we
were—I thought that was a
gnarly experience.”
The Seneca Rocks trip also co-

incided with the group’s 11th an-
niversary providing expeditions
for Veterans, said Nick Watson,
VetEx co-founder and an Army
Veteran. The trip was a typical
VetEx event with a mix of new
Veterans with some previous at-
tendees.
“That mix is definitely a good

mix,” Watson said. “You’ve got
folks to be able to tell the folks
that are brand new ‘we’ll get
through this.’”
Watson also said apprehension

about joining a new group may
stop some Veterans from joining.
He said coming out opens up
new experiences. He pointed to
Army Veteran Josh Oakley. Oak-
ley initially did not want to come
on a trip. His wife encouraged
him to join a trip. He’s now the
VetEx board president.

“I realize that it’s hard for me to
assimilate and adapt to other
people that don’t have similar
experiences to me,” Johnson
said. “Being able to be with peo-
ple that are like minded while
outside my comfort zone, just
sharing time in service, makes
me trust you just a little more.”
Veterans Expeditions is a Vet-

eran-led, 501c3 chartered non-
profit organization focused on
the community and outdoors.

Upcoming trips
Even though Veterans Expedi-
tions cut down the number of
events due to COVID, upcoming
trips include:

Rock climbing at Gunks, lo-
cated near New Paltz, New York.
Rock climbing at Shelf Road
outside of Canon City, Colorado.
Veteran’s Day Weekend rock
climbing and mountain biking
trip in Moab, Utah.
Rock climbing in Harpers
Ferry, West Virginia.
Learn more at https://www.vet-
expeditions.com/.

In Defense of Animals organization
criticizes UofM for Tiger mascot

While he will be recognized for
his toughness and excellence on
the field and his many contribu-
tions to the Cardinals organiza-
tion, we will also remember
Larry as loyal, humble and kind
to everyone he met. Larry en-
riched the lives of many players
and colleagues around the
league. 

Larry helped revolutionize the
safety position in his 13 years as
the versatile anchor of the Cardi-
nals' defense. He popularized the
safety blitz in the 1960's and also
recorded 52 interceptions. His

“While he will be recog-
nized for his toughness
and excellence on the field
and his many contribu-
tions to the Cardinals or-
ganization, we will also
remember Larry as loyal,
humble and kind to every-
one he met. Larry enriched
the lives of many players
and colleagues around the
league. 

toughness and football instincts
earned him recognition as one of
the greatest to ever play the
game. Larry was named to both
the NFL's 75th and 100th season
all-time teams. 

Following his retirement on the
field in 1972, Larry remained
with the team for 30 years in a

variety of roles through his re-
tirement as the Cardinals' Vice
President in 2003.

We extend our deepest condo-
lences to his wife Nancy, daugh-
ter Christie, and son Larry, Jr.,
his friends and the Cardinals or-
ganization.”

MEMPHIS, TN   — The “Tiger
King” zoo has just closed perma-
nently, but a lot needs to be done
to fix America’s massive captive
tiger problem brought into the
spotlight by Netflix’s hit do-
cuseries. In Defense of Animals
supporters have written over
9,000 emails urging the Univer-
sity of Memphis to stop exploit-
ing a tiger as a live mascot over
ethical, conservation and safety
concerns. 

For over 40 years, the Univer-
sity of Memphis has trucked a
live tiger to every football game
to function as a team mascot.
Over the years, the university
has used three tigers, who have
all been named TOM (Tigers of

Memphis) with I, II, or III after
their names. All three TOMs
were “presented” as youngsters
to the University at massive foot-
ball games. TOM III now serves
as a fixture on Tiger Lane and in
the south endzone during all
games. Tens of thousands of fans
have their pictures taken with
him every year. 
However, big cats don’t belong

at loud, crowded football games
with 60,000 jeering fans. 

“Forcing wild animals who are
very sensitive to their surround-
ings into crowds of screaming

Please see sports-ent. 5

See related article on  death of 12-year old
mascot Tom  III on sports-ent. page 5


